CHAPTER    IV
Franco in  the  Foreign  Legion
ON THE 28TH OF APRIL, I92O, THE GOVERNMENT IN
Madrid created the "Foreign Legion/' entrusting to
Lieutenant-Colonel Jose Millan Astray the task of its
organization. No one seemed more endowed with such
exceptional and appropriate aptitudes to carry out such a
task; impetuous, fearless, possessing a clear understanding
of military training, he had in full those qualities required
for the leadership of a force that was to be the bravest of the
brave,
Millan Astray devoted himself entirely to his labour.
Years afterwards he was to relate the beginnings of this insti-
tution: "When I was charged with organizing the Legion,
I thought first about the type of men that my Legionnaires
were to be; and they were to be what they are to-day. After
that, I pondered on those who would be the commanders
who were to aid me in this enterprise, and I picked out
Franco first of all. I telegraphed him offering him a post as
my lieutenant. He accepted immediately, and here we were
working together to organize the Legion. I chose the officers
in the same manner, and soon Arredondo, the first captain,
Olavide, the first lieutenant, and all the rest arrived/1
In October of 1920 Franco found himself in Algeciras
with the first ones who had joined the Legion. They were
adventurers from all parts of the globe, dressed in odd and
careless fashion; a collection of Bohemian types thrown